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Solid Waste and Recycling Curriculum                 Name:________________________
Lesson 19                                                                   Date:_________________________
                            Assessment: Debate
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Debate Topics:

1.  Topic:  I want to start a recycling program at your school.  There are some people that agree with me and some people who say a recycling program is a waste of time.

Team A:

Argue that a recycle program is a waste of time and resources.  Include reasons why a recycle program not be set up at your school.  Use facts and opinions based on what you have learned from this class.

Team B:

Argue that a recycle program is a good idea.  Include reasons why we should start one and how we might set up a program.  Use facts that you have learned in this class.

2.  Topic:  I want to establish a law that requires all U.S. households to recycle.  There are some people that agree with me and some people who say they should not be forced to recycle.

Team A:

Argue that a law forcing all U.S. households to recycle is a waste of time and resources.  Include reasons why a recycle program should not be set mandated.  Use facts and opinions based on what you have learned from this class.

Team B

Argue that a law enforcing recycling is a good idea.  Include reasons why we should be forced to recycle.  Use facts that you have learned in this class.

Directions Day 1

1.  Review your rubric.
2.  With your team make a list of facts and opinions supporting your argument.

3.  Discuss the logistics of how your team will meet all expectations of the rubric, and   who will present which points.

Directions Day 2

1.  Meet with your team to review and revise your argument.

2.  Your teacher will direct the debate beginning with initial arguments.

3.  Counter arguments.

4.  Class discussion and review of unit.

List of Facts and Opinions Supporting Argument

	
	0
	Needs Work

1
	Approaching

Expectations

2
	Meets Expectations

3

	Respect for Other Team
	Statements, responses and/or body language were consistently not respectful.
	Most statements and responses were respectful and in appropriate language, but there was one sarcastic remark.
	Statements and responses were respectful and used appropriate language, but once or twice body language was not.
	All statements, body language, and responses were respectful and were in appropriate language.

	Speaking
	Only one or two students did all of the speaking.
	Most students did not speak and were not involved.
	Most students spoke and were involved.
	Each student spoke at least once, all members were involved.

	Information
	The group used inaccurate and unclear information.
	The group used some clear and accurate information (3 or more errors).
	The group used mostly accurate and clear information (1 or 2 errors)
	The group used information that was clear and accurate.


	
	0
	Needs Work

1
	Approaching

Expectations

2
	Meets Expectations

3

	Use of Facts/Statistics
	Every point was not supported.
	Every major point was supported with facts, statistics and/or examples, but the relevance of some points were questionable.
	Every major point was adequately supported with relevant facts, statistics and/or examples.
	Every major point was well supported with several relevant facts, statistics and/or examples.

	Presentation Style
	One or more members of the team had a presentation style that did not keep the attention of the audience.
	Team sometimes used gestures, eye contact, tone of voice and a level of enthusiasm in a way that kept the attention of the audience.
	Team usually used gestures, eye contact, tone of voice and a level of enthusiasm in a way that kept the attention of the audience.
	Team consistently used gestures, eye contact, tone of voice and a level of enthusiasm in a way that kept the attention of the audience.

	Organization
	Arguments were not clearly tied to an idea (premise).
	All arguments were clearly tied to an idea (premise) but the organization was sometimes not clear or logical.
	Most arguments were clearly tied to an idea (premise) and organized in a tight, logical fashion.
	All arguments were clearly tied to an idea (premise) and organized in a tight, logical fashion.

	Understanding of Topic
	The team did not show an adequate understanding of the topic.
	The team seemed to understand the main points of the topic and presented those with ease.
	The team clearly understood the topic in-depth and presented their information with ease.
	The team clearly understood the topic in-depth and presented their information forcefully and convincingly.


STUDENT SAMPLE

Topic:  I want to start a recycling program at your school.  There are some people that agree with me and some people who say a recycling program is a waste of time.

Team A:  A recycling program is a waste of time and resources.  A recycling program should not be set up at out school.

1. Recycling is not a law in Nevada.  

a. Why should we spend our time working towards an effort that Nevadans do not find to be important?

b. Our time could be better spent following laws that we do have.

2. Recycling is expensive.  

a. The costs of recycling are usually higher than manufacturing a product with virgin resources.

b. When the costs of using recycled products become cheaper than using virgin resources, then I will change my actions.

c. Recycling is so expensive that it is not even offered in apartments, condominiums, or near city street receptacles.

3. One person or one school recycling will not make a difference.

a. If the rest of the city does not recycle, then my efforts won’t make enough of a difference in terms of landfill space used.

b. Even if our school has recycling, most people won’t do it.

4. Recycling takes too much time.

a. Students have more important things on their minds, like exams and grades.

b. Teachers are too busy monitoring students and creating lessons to have time for recycling.

c. Custodians and other administrators don’t have time to do extra work that they don’t get paid for.
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Lesson Time:


60 minutes




















Oral Assessment





Socrates Static- Debate








Socrates:


Ancient Greek philosopher and developer of the Socratic Method














Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary


Static: 


Main Entry:2 static 


Function: noun 


Etymology: static electricity 


Date:1913


1: noise produced in a radio or television receiver by atmospheric or various natural or man-made electrical disturbances; also : the electrical disturbances producing this noise


2: heated opposition or criticism



































Objectives





Students will participate in an academic debate.


Students will work in groups to prepare for the debate.


Students will review and use information presented in this class.


Students will organize, compose, and present material orally.





Standards





E.12.C.4  Students know processes of obtaining, using, and recycling of renewable and nonrenewable sources.  E/S


N.12.B.4  Students know scientific knowledge builds on previous information.  E/S


N.12.B  Students understand the impacts of science and technology in terms of costs and benefits to society.














Materials Needed





30�
Handouts or an overhead�
�
6�
Dry erase markers�
�
1�
Whiteboard�
�
�
�
�






Anticipatory Set





Write the lesson objectives and/or standards on the whiteboard.


Discuss with the students what the objectives and/or standards of the lessons are.





Objective:  You will participate in an academic debate.





Objective:  You will work in groups to prepare for the debate.





Objective:  You will review and use information presented in this class.





Objective:  You will organize, compose, and present material orally.





Distribute handouts or prepare overhead.








Introduction:





“Today and next time we are going to participate in our last activity.  We are going to have a debate.


Today you will gather ideas to argue one side of a topic.  Next time you will debate the topic.” 





Modeling / Guided Practice





1.  Read the rules of the debate/academic controversy.





2.  Divide the class into four groups.





3.  Allow groups to choose topics, or choose for them.










































































4. Let the students know they should use all of their notes.  Review rubrics.





5. The students should discuss all possible arguments supporting their assigned


    topics with their teammates.





6.  Students should write all facts and opinions on handout or in notes.





**Optional Debate Videos:


“Can Wind and Solar Replace America’s Coal Plants?”


� HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H08xFwYOIGI" ��http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H08xFwYOIGI�





“Las Vegas Democratic Presidential Debate”


� HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vBQigrJObwg" ��http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vBQigrJObwg�











Closure:





1. Emphasize some of the responses that the students gave.


2. Let students know they will be arguing the argument next time.


3.  Review guidelines for tomorrow.





Independent Practice





Not applicable.











Objectives:  


I will participate in an academic debate.


I will organize, compose, and present material orally.


I will work in groups to prepare for the debate.


I will review and use information presented in this class.





Standards:  


E.12.C.4  Students know processes of obtaining, using, and recycling of renewable and nonrenewable sources.  E/S





N.12.B.4  Students know scientific knowledge builds on previous information.  E/S





N.12.B  Students understand the impacts of science and technology in terms of costs and benefits to society.
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